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_ The British working class ‘hasibeen | 
led astray again through false hopes 

_ of obtaining their needs through the 
@lection booth. Again the various left. 
_ groups have made a display of their — 


_ Opportunism in tailing the disgusting- 


_ dy reformist Labour Party, and have 
‘served as the bearers of petty bour- 

' geois consciousness inside the working 
-, The: call ‘for new elections by the 


capitalists was envisioned as having a> 


dual purpose in relation to the curs. 
rent crisis. .First it was to. serve as 

 @ podium to rally reactionary support 
around Heath, who at present repre- 
gents anti-labor policy to most Bri-' 

tons. A campaign. could thus be actives 

_ ly waged against the miners as the _ 
cause of the current chaos. Secondly, 

new elections were called in hope that 
the miners strike could be headed off 
by letting angry miners let off some. 
steam in a useless’ election, instead 
of a real struggle. — 

Both the Tories and the Labour Party 
have bourgeois programs, but they have 
traditionally oriented themselves dif- 
 ferently towards the working class. 

The Labour Party, because it has its 
base in the working class, has ap- 
proached the workers by offering them 
reforms in the capitalist system. Thus 
the Labour Party has been used by the 
British capitalists as a brake on the 
development of the working class movee 
ment into revolutionary consciousness. 
The Tories on the other hand serve as 
the open defenders of British big bus- 
_iness and as organizers of most other 
reactionary elements. The Tories, un- 
like the Labour Party, make little 
use of reform phraseology. However, 
there is no qualitative difference 
between the programs of the two par= 
ies. They both defend capitalism 
and seek to continue the oppression 
and exploitation of the working 
class. The Labourites with the carrot, 
and the Tories with the stick. 

_ Contrary to the foolish assertions 
y various Trotskyist groups, the 
British working class does not need 
be betrayed by the Labour Party. 
again before it will be broken from 
e The Labour Party has had many 
ars of practice in betraying the 
king class in their several ad- 
ministrations. The workers will not. 
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break from the reformist BLP until | 
@ revolutionary party is built which 
can offer a real alternative for the 
British working class. 

During the election campaign the 


Tories centered themselves around the 


theme of ‘who rules Britain," while 
actively trying to rally support for 
their union-busting program. Part of 
the Tories" proposed program was a 
new proposal to cut off social secur- 
ity payments to the families of work- 
ers on strike. Besides starving out 
the families of striking workers, the 
proposal is aimed at drying up the 
unions' funds. 
The Labour Party which is supposed- 


ly the alternative representing the. 


interests of the working class, cen- 


. tered its campaign around the slogan 


of "Let us work together." This slo-~ 
gan, besides its obvious reference to, 
the class collaborationist program of 
the BLP, also referred to the BLP 
leadership's desire to work more di- 
rectly with the bourgeoisie. The La- 
pour Party in its recent campaign did 
not even live up to its role as a ree 
formist alternative. In the major 
campaign issue which centered around 
the miners' strike, the BLP did not 
even come out in open support of the 
miners, but called for an equitable 
negotiated settlement. Since forming 
their government the Labourites have 
granted the miners a “substantial” 
(the Tories say outrageous) wage in- 
crease which they fail to point out 
does not even meet up to the price 
increases which have occurred during 
Britain's soaring inflation of the 
last few years. The other major "re- 
form" which the Wilson government 
has carried out is to restore the 
five-day week. Instead of being to- 
tally starved out and being exploit- 
ed three days a week, British work- 
ers will only be partially starved 
out and be exploited five days a 
week. What a tremendous gain the 
Labour Party government is? 

The Labour Party's campaign was 
not totally unpredictable though. 
Considering the current critical 
state of British capitalism in par-= 
ticular and world capitalism in gene 
eral, there are very few reforms to 
offer the workers. Thus, Wilson play= 
ed it smart by not offering a large 
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list of promises he knew he could not 

fulfill. The votes which Wilson fi- 

nally did receive were more anti- 

Heath votes than pro-Wilson votes ? 

just as in the last election the 

Tory votes were more anti-Labour 

votes than pro-Tory votes. — 

The final tabulation of votes gave | 

the BLP 301 seats, the Tories 296, 

Liberals 14, with the remaining seats 

being split up among various smaller | 

Scottish, Welsh and Irish nationalist 

and unionist parties. Although Heath's 

party received a minority of the seats 
he tried to form a government by mak~ 
ing a bloc with the Liberals. The Lib- 
erals who had been angered by receiv= 
ing only 14 seats (while receiving a | 
mich larger proportion of the popular 
vote) refused to join a coalition. 

Heath has subsequently resigned and 

the BLP under Wilson has formed a 

government. The stability of this gov- 

ernment is uncertain since it does not 
hold a clear majority in Parliament, 

but only a plurality and could easily 
lose a vote of confidence should such 

& case arise. 

BOYCOTT THE ELECTIONS, SMASH BOURGEOIS 

PARLIAMENTARISM 
In an article entitled "Sack Bosses 

Government--Labour to Power" the group 

centered around the paper MILITANT 

stated: 

What the working class wants from 
life is very modest--jobs, decent 
housing, good education for their 
children and a reasonable standard 
of living. 

None of these things can be given 
to the working class under a system 
where British capitalism has become 
Sick and ailing. 

With a similar thrust » pointing out 

that the capitalists are unable to - 

provide minimal reforms in the pre= 
sent crisis, the CHARTIST states in 

an article entitled ‘Who Is To Rule 

Britain? "s 
The Tories and their class are 
having to drive our living stan- 
dards down. In order to compete 
with their foreign rivals in the 
cut-throat world trade war which 
is developing they have simply no 
choice. They mst cut our wages in 

-order to sell cheaper and push 
their profits up. Bankruptcy faces 

continued next page . 


~ Working Women and the 
Equal Rights Amendment 


maintain and extend their class rule, it is a fact that 


March 8 is International Working Women's Day. It is a 
day which has a long history of struggle behind its: the 
wage and hours struggles of women garment workers in New 
| York, the suffrage struggles in Burope, and the demon- 
stration of working women in Petrograd which touched off 
the February 1917 revolution in Russia. It is this his- 
‘tory. of struggle to which working women mst turn today. 

There is currently a struggle between opposing factions 
_ of the ruling class on the question of the Equal Rights 
, Amendment (ERA). As is their custom, most of the so-cal- 
‘led revolutionary socialist groups are lining up behind © 
| one or the other faction of the capitalist legislators. | 
| Some groups call for support to the amendment because it 
| is a progressive step toward equality of the sexes, while 
the others oppose it claiming that it will destroy neces= 
- | sary protective labor legislation. Most of the former © 
| groups say that: 1) the protective legislation has al-~ _ 
i ready been virtually destroyed through Title VII of the | 


1965 Civil Rights Act; and 2) protective labor legisla- ! 


| tion should be extended to men even though the ERA does © 
| not say it should. The opponents of the ERA, on the other 
' hand, say that the capitalists,will only allow such an 
' amendment to be passed to further their exploitation of | 
. the working class and their oppression of women. 

| entitled "Which Way for the Trade Unions? ": 

| We mst oppose such ruling class schemes as the Equal 
| Rights Amendment which are simply ruses to wipe away 

' protective legislation and get a few better positions 

‘ for middle class and professional women. 

(This view is erroneous because while it is true that the 
icapitalists are not supporting the ERA because they are 
lim favor of complete equality for women, but seek only to 
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In the June 1973 WORKERS' TRUTH we stated in an article 


the job of destroying the protective legislation has been 
to a great extent carried out under the Civil Rights Act. 
This is not a very good reason to support the ERA, how= 
ever. 

We, as revolutionaries, can not support the ERA (even 
"eritically") and we urge all working women NOT to sup- 
port the backroom legislative machinations of the capi- 
talist government. Women's liberation and full equality 
of the sexes (not equality of exploitation and oppres- 
sion, but equality of freedom and self=development ) can 
only be achieved through the unified struggle for power 
on the part of the international working class (male and 
female). f | 

The capitalist system, even in the 


States, has ppent itself of 

ities. Waat. Leon Trotsky wrote in 

"Theses on Commnist Parties and Parliament " 

the Second Congress of the Commmnist International in 


1920 is applicable to the Equal Rights Amendment today: 

In the face of the devastation, looting, violence, rob- 
and destruction committed by imperialism, par- 

liamentary reforms, lacking system, durability, and or- 
der, lose all practical significance for the working 
MASSCSccese 

NO FAITH IN THE CONGRESS OF THE CAPITALISTS! 

NO SUPPORT FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT! 

FOR THE INDEPENDENT ORGANIZATION AND MOBILIZATION OF MEN © 

AND WOMEN WORKERS IN UNITED STRUGGLE! 

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF REVO- 

LUTIONARY WORKERS! 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION THROUGH WORKERS‘ SOCIALIST REVOLUTION! 
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continued from page 1 
them if they fail. 
Again in the Workers Revolutionary 
Party manifesto, while referring to . 
Tory policy: : 
The course is dictated by the depth 
of the international economic cri- 
sis. The postwar inflationary boom 
is irrevocably over, giving way to 
recession in every major capitalist 
country. This means that conditions 
which have been taken for granted 
. for 29 years since the end of the 
war--relatively full employment, 
rising wages and reasonably priced 
food are now things of the past. Af- 
ter World War Two the strength of 
the U.S. dollar convertible into 
“gold, was the basis of world infla- 
tionary "boom." Living standards 
and full employment were certain to 
collapse as the boom came to an end. 
From all the above quotes it is obvi- 
ous to see that these groups all cor- 
rectly assert that British capitalism 
is in no shape to hand out any reforms 
to the working class. A logical concl- 
usion would be that the elections have 
become irrelevant. That is, it makes 
little difference which party wins, 
the same fundamental policies aimed 
against the workers will have to be 
carried out. A revolutionary stand 
in the recent election would have 
been to carry this point to its log-= 


ical conclusion and call for a boye 
cott of the elections. Instead, all 
the above groups called on workers 
to vote for the Labour Party, stren- 
gthening the illusions of the work- 
ers in bourgeois parliamentarism. 
The ‘Workers Revolutionary Party" 
has stated it wants to fight for so- 
cialism and has stated in contradic- 
tion to its actions that it has'ho 
illusions in Parliament." Yet the 
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WRP refuses to openly state that 
socialism can only be carried out 
through a revolution by the workers 
under the leadership of its commn- — 
ist vanguard. Instead we are only 
given hints that a workers’ state 
has to be create hoping the workers 
will spontaneously see that their 
list of demands can be met only 
through revolution. 

The CHARTIST seems to be even more 
confused in their attempt to offer 
the British workers leadership. In 
their latest issue they reveal ~ 
their centrism as they put forward 
different lines in various articles. 
One of the most stunning vacilla- 


working class in socialist revolution 


(and whether a revolution is necessary 
or a peaceful electoral transition to 
socialism possible). On page seven in 
an excellent polemic against the ad- 
venturist opportunism of the Sparta~ 
cist League we find the correct posi- 
tion that a socialist revolution mst 
be carried out under the leadership of 
the working class communist vanguard. 
But then on the front page in the lead 
article we find a completely different 


formulation. Under a subheading of "So= 


cialist Programme" we find: 
Finally, it is absolutely essential 
that our Labour Party leaders present 
@ programme for their next government 
which really offers a way forward for 
society out of its present impasse. 


Production has been brought to a halt. 


by the capitalists themselves, who 
would rather bankrupt the economy 
than pay miners a living wage. Only 
OUR CLASS can get the wheels of pro- 
duction turning again. The middle 
classes, small businessmen, etc. 


must be shown this. We——not the big 
monopolies-=jare their real friends. 
A production plan based on common 
ownership would release un-dreamed 
of resources of wealth for the bene-~ 
fit of all. For this programme, we 
need look no further than our owm 
Constitution, the Constitution of 
the Labour Party, Clause Four, Para- 
graph Four. The process of imple- 
menting it mst begin with the 
struggle of the miners, here and 
now. : 4 
First, what exactly is this process 
the CHARTIST is referring to? Is it 


| the independent mobilization of the 

; . | Workers aimed at attacking the prop- — 
tions is on the question of whether the 
vanguard party is necessary to lead the 


erty relations of the capitalists 
perhaps? Or perhaps its just another 
mobilization of the workers based on 
the reformist goal of making a change 
in the government and Parliament. The 
CHARTIST answers the question while 
referring to the preparation for a 
possible general strike: : 
It is up to our leaders particular- 
ly the TUC "lefts" to make all this 
quite clear and to prepare our 
movement for a General Strike right 
now, NOT AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO A 
GENERAL ELECTION BUT AS PART OF THE 
jcontinued on page 7 
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The American Communist Party 


in the Trade Unions 


Part One: The Early Years. 


by Aaron Asher 


TRADE UNIONS TODAY is a regular fea- 
ture of WORKERS’ TRUTH. Future issues 
will contain articles dealing with the 
problems facing various individual 
trade unions as well as issues relat- 
ing to all trade unions. This month's 
article is the first in a series of 
articles dealing with the role of the 
American Commmnist Party in the trade 

unions. The series will be continued 
“in our May issue. 


The history of the early trade union 
work of the American Communist Party 
is a complex of external factors upon 
which the party tried to operate, and 
which operated on the party and even- 
tually.determined its course. Differ= 
ent problems--posed by national and 
international developments--confronted 
the party in the different stages of 
its evolution and it is only in this 
context that we can hope to understand 
the role played by the early Commn- 
ists in the trade unions. 
_ The American Communist Party had its 
origins in the left wing of the Soc- 
jalist Party—-out of which its initial 
cadres were assembled. The Socialist 
Party of 1917-1919 was a hodge=podge 
of careerists, opportunists, reform 
ists, pacifists and revolutionaries. 
In short, an amalgation of everyone 
left of the Democratic Party. 
It was a manyheaded beast with no 
central leadership and was constantly 
being pushed in several directions at 
the same time, depending upon which 
faction or factions held the upper- 
hand. 
From 1917 to 1919 the Socialist Par- 
ty was divided into two camps, the 
right wing of Berger and Hillquit, and 
the left wing of revolutionaries who 
had superficially grasped the impor- 
tance of the Russian Revolution, and 
took its program from the theoretical 
formulations of the Russian Bolshe- 
viks. 
Without going into the factional 
struggles of the SP and the subse- 
quent events that led to the split 
and the ultimate formation of the Am 
erican Commnist Party, IT IS OF THE 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO UNDERSTAND THAT 
NOWHERE AMONG THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
LEFT WING OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY WAS 
THERE ANYONE WHO HAD FULLY ASSIMILATED 
THE LESSONS OF MARXISM AND THE RUSSIAN 
REVOLUTION. As a result, the early Am 
erican communist movement was a de-= 
formed child, born of a retarded par= 
ent (SP) and was doomed from the very 
beginning to slowly strangle itself 
with meaningless factional struggles 
and opportunist adventures. 

_ The trade union work of the Workers 
(Commnist) Party of the U.S. was ex- 
emplified by the work done through its 
trade union arm, the Trade Union Edu- 
cational League (TUEL). The work of 
TUEL in the 1922-23 period was an ex- 
pression in the U.S. of the ‘united 
‘front " tactic Lenin and Trotsky forc- 
ed through the Communist Internation- 
al (CI). That is, to bloc with the re- 
_ formists and social-democrats, subor= 
_ dinating the class struggle, abandon- 


ing the theory of the offensive, and 
reducing the work of the Communist 
Parties to tailending the opportunist 
programs of the social-democrats. 

What this effectively meant in the 
U.S. was that the W(C)P's entire or- 
ientation throughout this period was 
one of collaboration with the reac- . 
tionary leadership of the AFL. 

A case in point, which is well worth 
looking at, is the origins of TUEL it- 
self. TUEL was not simply a creation 
of the W(C)P, but was taken over by it 
in 1922 as the result of a fusion with 
William Z. Foster's group of Chicago= 
based trade union militants. Foster 
consistently surrendered his political 
program in order to remain on gocd 
terms with the Gompers bureauc acy. 
For example, in 1919, when called be=- 
fore a Senate investigating committee 
looking into the steel strike Foster 
was organizing, Foster dropped his en- 
tire political program, ardently avow- 
ing his patriotism and his selling of 
Wax Bonds during the war. 

The W(C)P not only fused with this 
sellout betrayer of the class struggle 
but embraced him as its foremost auth- 
ority on trade unionism. 

Thus, TUEL, under Foster's leader- 
ship, continued to bloc with various 


sections of the trade unim bureaucra- 
cy suchas the Fitzpatrick/Nockels/ 
Brown leadership of the Chicago Feder- 
ation of Labor (CFL), on key issues 
facing the trade union movement. Os- 
tensibly the purpose of these ‘united 
front alliances" with sections -of the 
trade union bureaucracy was to expose 
the remainder of union bureaucrats as 
reactionary on the one hand and to put 
pressure on, "expose," or force the 
bloc partners to come over to the Com 
munists on the other. What they did in 
actuality was give Gompers and the 
other union bureaucrats a left cover, 
and make their job of keeping the 
ranks in line that much easier. 

Nowhere is this more clear than in 
the sordid role of the W(C)P in the 
Farmer=Labor Party (FLP). 

The left wing of American socialism 
had traditionally been opposed to "la- 
borism, " i.e. the policy and practice 
of the British Labour Party and the 
advocates of a similar party in the 
U.S. The left wing was quite firm on 
this point and in complete agreement 
with the policies of the first two 
congresses of the CI. : 


* INDEPENDENCE OF THE TRADE UNIONS 
FROM THE STATE! 

® DEMOCRATIC RANK-AND-FILE CONTROL 
OF THE TRADE UNIONS! 

NO SUPPORT TO CAPITALIST GOVERN- 

MENTS! 

INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS - 
SOLIDARITY! 

DIVIDE ALL AVAILABLE WORK AMONG 
ALL THOSE ABLE TO WORK--FOR 
DIRECT DISTRIBUTION OF GOODS 
AND SERVICES! 

ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED AND THE 
UNEMPLOYED! 

ARMED WORKERS' DEFENSE GUARDS! 


Revolutionary Workers Group Program for the Trade Unions 


* A WORKERS' REPUBLIC! 


( 


The adoption of the F-LP policy in 
the U.S. was encouraged by a false no-} 
tion that there was a strong mass 
movement toward such a party in this 
country. 

In actuality, this "strong mass 
movement" toward a farmer-labor party 
was merely the shadow of the Chicago 
Federation of Labore=-blessed of course 
by Gompers. 

The W(C)P entered the Farmer-Labor 
Party in 1922 and by the 1923 Chicago 
convention held a majority of dele- 
gates and began pushing their program 
through the convention. Faced with 
the fact that he had lost control of 
the Farmer-Labor Party, Gompers forced 
@ split at the convention, and with’ - 
drew all support by the AFL, whereupon 
the W(C)P leadership (Foster, Love- 
stone, Pepper) decided to go it alone, 
i.e. to build the Farmer-Labor Party 
by themselves. The Spartacist League, 
in an article entitled "Program for 
Power! Early Commnist Work in the 
Trade Unions" (WORKERS VANGUARD, 8 
June 1973), tries to lay the blame 
for the fiasco of the Farmer-Labor 
Party solely on the Pepper/Lovestone 
leadership: 3 

The Farmer-Labor campaign into which 

they (Pepper/Lovestone=-AA) took the 

party was flawed. Besides approach= 
ing the program of the proposed par= 
ty as though it had to be reformist, 
thereby capitulating in advance to 
the trade union bureaucracy...they 
failed to recognize the contradic- 
tion of the F-LP as a hopeless ate 
tempt to combine in one party the 
class interests of two classes? the 
working class and a section of the 
petty bourgeoisie. This error was 
compounded later, after the split 
with Pitzpatrick at the 1923 cone 
vention, into further errors, for 
which the CI had to call Pepper/ 

Lovestone to task. Instead of sim 

ply entering Fitzpatrick's FeLP, the 

Commnists should have held out the 

single-class party issue as their 

condition for support, while contin- 

uing to bloc with Fitzpatrick on 

other issues. 
We would suggest that the SL should 
read its history more carefully. The 
"Flawed F=LP campaign" that Pepper/ 
Lovestone led the W(C)P into was not 
initiated by them. On the contrary, 
the tactics and program of the entry 
of the W(C)P into the F=LP had been 
hammered out at the previous world 
congress of the CI by none other than 
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* END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF 
WOMEN! 

* END THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF 
BLACKS, LATINS AND OTHER 
MINORITIES! 

* END COMPANY-CONTROLLED SENIORITY 
SYSTEMS--FULL RIGHTS FOR YOUNG 
WORKERS! 

* NATIONALIZATION OF ALL INDUSTRY, 
TRANSPORTATION, ETC. UNDER THE 
COLLECTIVE CONTROL OF THE 
ENTIRE WORKING CLASS! 

* BUILD THE INTERNATIONAL PARTY OF 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS (FOURTH 
INTERNATIONAL)! 
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The International 


..ethe workers leaders in most of the 
parties had become accustomed to 
peaceful conditions and had lost the 
ability to wage a revolutionary strug- 
gle. When, in 1914, there began the 
war, that drenched the earth with 
blood for four years, the war between 
the capitalists over the division of 
profits, the war for supremacy over 
small and weak nations, these leaders 
deserted to the side of their respec 
tive governments. They betrayed the 
workers, they helped to prolong the 
slaughter, they became enemies of S0- 
cialism, they went over to the side 

of the capitalists. 

The masses of workers turned their 
backs on these traitors to socialism. 
All over the world there was a turn 
toward the revolutionary struggle. The 
war proved that capitalism was doomed. 
A new system is coming to take its 
place. The old word socialism had been 
desecrated by the traitors to social- 
ism. . , 

Today, the workers who have remained 


- loyal to the cause of throwing off the 


yoke of capital call themselves Com- , 
minists. All over the world the asso- 
ciation of Commnists is growing. In a 
number of countries Soviet power has 
already triumphed. Soon we shall see 
‘the victory of communism throughout 
the worlds; we shall see the foundation 
of the World Federative Republic of 
Soviets. . 
; -~V.I. Lenin 
1919 . 


The Commnist (Third) International 
was founded in 1919 in Moscow, then 
the capital of the world's first work- 
ers' republic. The history of the Com- 
mmist International does not, how= 
ever, begin with the Moscow conference 
nor does it begin with the victorious 
Russian Revolution or even with Len- 
ints call for a new international in 
his "April Theses" of 1917. It has its 
roots in the opposition to the oppor=- 
tunist and social-chauvinist betrayal 
of international Social-Democracy in 
August 1914. For it was in 1914 with 
the major parties of the Second (So-- 
cial-Democratic) International rally- 
ing behind their ruling classes in 
support of the First Imperialist World 
War, that it became clear to the en- 
tire revolutionary wing of interna- 
tional socialism that the Second In- 
ternational could not be salvaged. It 
had become, as Rosa Luxemburg aptly 
phrased it, "a stinking corpse.‘ The 
first public call for a new revolu-. 
tionary international was issued by 
the revolutionary wing of German So- 
cial-Democracy grouped around the 
magazine INTERNATIONALE, In their 
‘theses on the Tasks of Internation- 
al Social-Democracy" written by Rosa 
Luxemburg and Karl Lieblmecht, the 
INTERNATIONALE group stated: 

In view of the betrayal, by the 

official representatives of the 

socialist parties in the princi- 
pal countries, of the aims and 
interests of the working class; 

in view of their passage from the 

camp of the working-class Inter- 
national to the political camp of 
the imperialist bourgeoisie; it 

is vitally necessary for social- 
ism to build-a new workers’ Inter- 
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Part Five: 


national, which will take into its 
own hands the leadership and coordi- 
nation of the revolutionary class 
~ struggle against world imperialism. 
This call was internationalized and 
finalized in the letter calling for 
the founding conference of the Commun- 
ist International: 
The congress must establish a common 
fighting organ for the purpose of 
maintaining permanent co-ordination 
and systematic leadership of the 
movement, a centre of the communist 
international, subordinating the in- 
terests of the movement in each 
country to the common interest of 
the international revolution. 
The predecessors (in a negative sense) 
to the CI were the Kienthal and Zim- 
merwald anti-war conferences. The 
meaning of the international grouping 
which arose out of these conferences 
was analyzed by Lenin: : 
The chief shortcoming of the Zimmer- 
wald International, and the cause of 
its COLLAPSE (for politically and 
ideologically it has already col- 
lapsed), was its vacillation and in- 
decision on such a momentous issue 
of CRUCIAL practical significance as 
that of breaking completely with so- 
cial-chauvinism and the old social- 
chauvinist International... 
Our Party mst not wait", but mst 
immediately FOUND a Third Interna- 
tional. 
While the basic cadres of the new in- 
ternational were to be found in the 
left wing of the old Social-Democratic 
parties, the catalyst for the final 
formation of these loose international 
groupings into a single democratic- 
centralist international party was to 
be found in the Russian Revolution 
which was itself born of the imperial- 


ist world war. As Karl Korsch put it: 


The American Civil War of 1861-5 as 
the “tocsin" for the European work~ 


ing class!see 
eeethe Russian Revolution, repro= 
duces all the political and econom- 
ic effects that an event like the 
American Civil War of 1861-5 had on 
the European working class. These 
are now being felt by the exploited 
classes and oppressed people ‘of Eure 
ope, America, Asia and the whole 
world on a far broader scale and 
with unparalleled intensity. The 
tocsin of world revolution is sound- 
ing fran Soviet Russia. 
While it is true that the Commmist 
International was formed as part of 
the international upsurge of working 
class struggle, it should not be as- 
sumed that revolutionaries today 
should wait for such a massive upheav=- 
al before constructing an internation- 
al party. Whether the world movement 
is at a stage of sharpened struggle 
with revolution "just around the cor- 
ner" or if the movement is in a rela- 
tive downturn with the initiative and 
offensive in the hands of internation- 
al capital, the international party is 
necessary just the same. : 
FIRST WORLD CONGRESS 
The first world congress of the Com- 
mnist International was held from 4-6 
March 1919 in Moscow. The congress was 
attended by delegates from all over 
Europe and around the world. Several 
fundamental documents were passed by 


Wo rkers’ 
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Birth of the Cc 


ment destroyed the specious arguments 
of those who defended capitalism 


that any class society is a class dic- 
Lateran Rot of ecbiety. They further 

pointed out that the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is not the dictator 
ship of a single man or a single pa 
OVER the working .masses, but the A 
TUAL dictatorship of the working mas- 
ses over the old ruling classes, the 
capitalist exploiters, the landlords 
and their henchman. Thesis 14 ends 
with: ‘ 

- The essence of Soviet power lies 
this, that the permanent and sole 
foundation of the entire State pow. 
er, of the entire State apparatus 


by the capitalists, that is, the 
workers and semi-proletarians ( 
sants who do not exploit labour 
who are always forced to sell @ 
least part of their labour). T 
masses, who even in the most dem 
cratic bourgeois republics, where 
~ in law they had equal rights, bu 
in fact were prevented by a the 
and ways and tricks from taking 
part in political life and makin, 
use of democratic rights and li 
erties, are now drawn into cont 
uous, unhampered, and decisive pa 
ticipation in the democratic admi 
istration of the State. | 
The "Resoluton Constituting the Co 
minist International" outlined br 
ly the necessity for the founding 
a new international immediately. 
is short enough, an IMPORTANT EN 
for us to quote its 4 theses in 
here: ; < 
1. The fight for the dictators 
of the proletariat requires a u 
ited, resolute, international « 
ganization of all communist elk 
ments which adopt this platform 
2. The foundation of the, Commun 
International is the more impe 
tive since now.at Berne, and 


Movement: 


A Short 


mmunist International 


‘Two leaders of Communist International. , 


_ sibly later elsewhere also, an at- 
tempt is being made to restore the 
old opportunist International and 


to rally to it all the confused and 

undecided elements of the proletar=- 
iat. It is therefore essential to 

"make a sharp break between the revo- 
.lutionary proletariat and the social 
traitor elements. 
_ 3. If the conference now sitting in 
- Moscow were not to found the Third 
- International, the impression would 
be created that the communist par- 
_ ties are not at one; this would 
. weaken our position and increase the 
_ eonfusion among the undecided ele- 
- ments of the proletariat in all coun- 
tries. 
4. To constitute the Third Interna- 
tional is therefore an unconditional 
historical imperative which mst be 
put into effect by the international 
communist conference now sitting in 
Moscow. 
The "Platform of the Commnist Inter- 
national" outlined the development of 
- capitalism into its imperialist phase. 
It put forward the necessity of the 
working class to struggle for power 
and outlined the tasks of communist 
workers in the struggle for revolution 
and in the continuing fight against 
capital under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Although written 55 years 
ago it remains true in its analysis to 
this day. For the epoch which it anal- 
" yzed is the epoch of imperialist de- 
cay, of wars and revolutions. 

The final session of the congress ad- 
opted the "Manifesto of the Communist 
International to the Proletariat of the 
Entire World" which outlined the crisis 
of capitalism and the consequent up= 
surge on the part of the world working 
class. It called upon workers throughout 
the world to join together in support 
‘of the Communist International and to 
wage the working class's life or death 

struggle against capitalism. This doc- 
iment, like the "Platform," still rings 
true today; and we are proud to state 
that our own "Manifesto of the Revolu- 


tionary Workers Group" (WORKERS* 
TRUTH, March 1973) was patterned on 
the 1919 CI Manifesto, written by Leon 


ty 
Fist o 


Trotsky, who was then a leader of the 
revolutionary Bolshevik Party and the 
Russian workers!’ state. 

The First Congress of the Comintern 
also passed a "Resolution on the Berne 
Conference of the Parties of the Sec= 
ond International, " 


call for international working class 
solidarity with and defense of the 
Russian workers’ state against the im 
perialist-backed attempts at counter- 
revolution by the various White Ar- 
mies; ‘Theses on the International 
Situation and the Policy of the En- 
tente " which exposed the so-called 
"democratic" imperialist states of 
France, Great Britain and the United 
States for the cutthroat exploiters 
that they were, in fact no better 
then the Kaisar, the Tsar or the Aus- 
trian Emperor, were passed; and a 
"Resolution on the Organization of 
the Executive Committee of the Com- 
munist International." This last 
resolution outlined the basis for 
the continuing day to day function- 
ing of the Comintern between cone 
gresses. 

Essentially the first congress of 
the Commnist International marked 
the rebirth of revolutionary Marxism 
on an international scale following 
the long night initiated by the sup- 
port of the First Imperialist World 
War, whether on the basis of ‘hation- 
al defense, "making the world safe 
for democracy," ‘ending all wars," or 
any of the other myriad of excuses 
that the social-chauvinists thought 
up to defend their treachery. Trotsky 
summed it all up in the "Manifesto:" 

If the First International predict- 

ed the future course of development 

and indicated the roads it would 


take, if the Second International 


rallied and organized millions of 
proletarians, then the Third Inter- 
national is the International of 
open mass struggle, the Interna- 
tional of revolutionary realization, 
the International of action. 

to be continued 
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by David Ross : 


Read | 
FORWARD 


A Journal of Marxist Theory 
Vol. 1, No. 1, Winter 1974 
(available now) contains: 
'Trotsky's Theory of 'Permanent 
Revolution': Marxism or Revision- 
ism?" 
"Theses on the Role of the Commn- 
ist Party in the Proletarian Revo- 
lution" adopted by the Second Con- 
gress of the Commnist International 
An International Exchange: 
"Trade Unions Against the Revolu- 
tion" 2 
by Grandizo Mmmis (Fomento Obrero 
Revolucionario) 
"Revolutionaries and the Trade 
Unions " 
by David Ross (Revolutionary 
_ Workers Group) 
price: 25 cents 


Vol. 1, No. 2, Spring 1974 
(available in april) will contain: 
"The Role of the British Labour Party: 
A Marxist Critique" 
"Theses on the Basic Tasks of the Com 
munist International" adopted by the 
Second Congress of the Commnist In- 
ternational 
An International Exchange: 
"Defense of the Proletarian Character 
of the October Revolution ” 
by INTERNACIONALISMO 
"Introduction" to a reprinting of "De- 
fense of the Proletarian Character of 
the October Revolution" 
by REVOLUTION INTERNATIONALE 
"Where INTERNACIONALISMO goes wrong on 
the October Revolution" 
by the Revolutionary Workers Group 


SUBSCRIBE! 


___ Enclosed is $1.00 for 12 issues (one year) of WORKERS' TRUTH. 
—~“Enclosed is $1.00 for 4 issues (one year) of FORWARD. 
~_Bnclosed is for the following pamphlets (25 cents per copy) 
___copies Of REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA 
copies of THE ECONOMY OF STATE. CAPITALISM 
copies of ORIGINS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS GROUP 
copies of WHICH WAY FOR THE TRADE UNIONS? (includes the 
Comintern Theses on the Trade Union Movement, Factory 
Councils, and the Commnist International ) 
___ Enclosed is a donation of $ 
eed would like to sell a monthly bundle of ____ WORKERS! TRUTH. 
I would like to meet with a representative of the Revolutionary 
~~ Workers Group 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip : 
Make ait checks payable to Revolutionary Workers Group or ORKERST— 
TRUTH and mail to: Revolutionary Workers Group, P.O. Box 60161, 
1723 W. Devon, Chicago, IL, 60660. 
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| heses on the Tasks of International 
Social Democracy 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a rege 
ular feature of WORKERS' TRUTH. Each 
‘month we reprint for the benefit of 
our readers part or all of a particu- 
lar speech, article or document from 
the vast and rich heritage of the rev- 
Olutionary Marxist movement. In this 
issue we reprint the INTERNATIONALE 
group ‘Theses on the Tasks of Interna- 


_ tional Social-Democracy." In 1914 Bur- 


Opean Social-Democracy completely _ 

threw all pretense of Marxism out the 
window and capitulated to the raging 
war hysteria sweeping Europe. All of 


the major Social-Democratic parties 
fell in line behind their respective 
rulers and did their best to drum up 
working class support for the war ef- 
fort. One of the first revolutionary 
groups to denounce the actions of the 
Opportunist and social-chauvinist So- 
cial-Democracy was the INTERNATIONALE 
group in Germany led by Karl Liebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburg. The ‘Theses" re- 
printed below summarize the basic 
statement of the INTERNATIONALE group 
On the war and the response of Social- 
Democracy, THE JUNIUS PAMPHLET: THE 


CRISIS IN GERMAN SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY. In 
the "Theses" and the pamphlet as a 
whole they outline the nature of the 
war as an imperialist war and the end 
of the epoch of progressive national - 
wars brought about through the develop- 
ment of capitalism into its decadent 
Stage in the imperialist epoch. They 
also raised the all-important call for 
@ new revolutionary international to 
Organize the worldwide struggle of the 
international working class for soci- 
alism. ; 


A large number of comrades from dif- 
ferent parts of Germany have adopted 
the following theses, which constitute 
an anplication of the Erfurt program 
to the contemporary problems of inter- 
national socialism! 

1. The world war has annihilated the 
work of forty years of European social- 
ism: by destroving the revolutionary 
rroletariat as a political force: hy 
destroving the moral prestige of so- 
cialism: by scattering the workers' In- 
ternational: hy setting its Sections 
one against the other in fratricidal 
massacre; and by tving the aspirations 
and hones of the masses of the neople 
of the main countries in which canvital- 
ism has developed to the destinies of 
imperialism. 

2. By their vote for war credits and 
by their proclamation of national. unity 
the official leaderships of the Soci-- 
alist Parties in Germany, France and 
England (with the exception of the In- 


‘dependent Labor Party) have reinforced 


imperialism: induced the masses of the 
peonle to suffer patiently the miserv 
and horrors of the war: contributed to 
the unleashing, without restraint, of 
imperialist frenzy, to the prolongation 
of the massacre and the increase in the 
number of its victims, and assumed the 
their share in the responsibility for 


the war itself and for its consequences 


3. This tactic of the official lead- 
erships of the Parties in the belliger- 
ent countries, and in the first nlace 
in Germany, until recently at the head 
of the International, constitutes a be- 
trayal of the elementary principles of 
international socialism, of the vital 
interests of the working class, and of 
all the democratic interests of the 
neonles. By this alone socialist poli- 


cy is condemned to impotence even in 


those countries where the leaders have 
remained faithful to their principles: 
Russia, Serbia, Italy and--with hardly 
an exception--Bulgaria. 

4, By this alone official Social-Nem- 
ocracy in the principal countries has 
repudiated ‘the class struggle in war 
time and adjourned it until after the 
war: it has guaranteed to the ruling 
classes of all countries a delav in 
which to strengthen, at the proletar- 


® 
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iat's expense, and in a monstrous fash- 
ion, their economic, political and mor- 
al positions. 

5. The world war serves neither the 
national defense nor the economic or 
political interests of the masses of 
the people whatever thev may be. It is 
but the product of the imnerialist ri- 
valries between the canitalist classes 
of the different countries for world 


hegemony and for the monopoly in the ex 


vloitation and oppression of areas still 
not under the heel of capital. In the 
era of the unleashing of this imperial- 
ism, national wars are no longer pos- 
sible. National interests serve onlv as 
the pretext for putting the laboring 
masses of the peonle under the domina- 
tion of their mortal enemv, imnerial- 
ism. 


right of maritime arrest, "the United 
States of Europe,” a "customs union for 
central Eurone," buffer states, and 
other illusions. Imperialism, militar- 
ism, and war can never he aholished nor 
attenuated so long as the capitalist 
class exercises, uncontested, its class 
hegemony. The sole means of_ successful 
resistance, and the only guarantee of 
the.peace of the world, is the capacity 
for action and the revolutionary will 
of the international proletariat to 
wrl its full weight into the balance. 
9, Imnerialism, as the last phase in 
the life, and the highest point in the 
exnansion, of the world hegemony of 
capital, is the mortal enemv of the 
‘proletariat of all countries. But under 
its rule, just as in the preceding 
stages of capitalism, the forces of its 


6. The nolicv of the imperialist states mortal enemy have increased in pace 


and the imperialist war cannot cive to a 
single oppressed nation its liberty and 
indenendence. The small nations, the 
ruling classes of which are the accom- 
plices of their nartners in the hig 
states, constitute only the pawns on 
the imperialist chessboard of the great 
nowers, and are used by them, just like 
their own working masses, in wartime, 
as instruments, to be sacrificed to can- 
italist interests after the war. : 

7. The present world war sipnifies, 
under these conditions, either in the 
case of "defeat" or of "victory", a de- 
feat for socialism and democracy. It 
increases, whatever the outcome--ex- 
cepting the revolutionary intervention 
of the international proletariat--and 
strengthens militarism, national anta- 
ronisms, and economic rivalries in the 
world market. Tt accentuates canitalist 
exploitation and reaction in the domain 
of internal nolicv, renders the influ- 
ence of public opinion precarious and 
derisorv, and reduces parliaments to 
tools more and more obedient to imner- 
falism. The present world war carries 
within itself the seeds of new con- 
flicts, = 

8. World neace can not be assured hy 
projects Utopian or, at bottom, reac- 
tionary, such as tribunals of arbitra- 
tion by capitalist dinlomats, diplomat- 
ic, ''‘disarmament" conventions, "the 
freedom of the seas," abolition of the 


with its development. It accelerates 
the concentration of capital. the pnau- _. 
rerization of the middle classes, the = 
numerical reinforcement of the prole- 
tariat, arouses more and more resis= 
tance from the masses: and leads there- 
bv to an intensified sharnenine of 
class antaponisms. In peace time as in. 
war, the struggle of the proletariat as 
a class has to be concentrated first of 
all against impertialism. For the inter- 
national proletariat, the struggle 
against imperialism is at the same time 
the struggle for power, the decisive 
settling of accounts between socialism 
and capitalism. The final goal of so- 
cialism will be realized by the inter- 
national proletariat only if it opposes 
imperialism all along the line, and if 
it makes the issue: "war against war" 
the guiding line of its practical pol- 
icy; and on condition. that it deploys: 
all its forces and shows itself ready, 
by its courage to the point of extreme 
sacrifice, to do this. 

IN, In this framework, socialism's 
principal mission today is to regroup 
the proletariat of all countries into 
a living revolutionary force: to make 
it, through a powerful international 
organization which has only one concep- 
tion of its tasks and interests, and 
only one universal tactic appropriate 
to political action in peace and war 


alike, the decisive factor in political | 


ENOTES os Te EN RY TRS AT A tk ye i iy cabey 


cialism without international prole-— 


life, so that it may fulfil its histor- 
ic mission. 

11. The war has smashed the Second 
International. Its inadequacy has been 
demonstrated by its incapacity to place 
an effective obstacle in the way of the 
segmentation of its forces behind na- 
tional boundaries in time of war, and 
to carry through a common tactic and 
action by the proletariat £n all. coun- 
tries. BAS 

12, In view of*the betrayal, by the 
official representatives of the social- 
ist parties in the principal countries, 
of the aims and interests of the work- 
ing class; in view of their passage 
from the camp of the working-class In- 
ternational to the political camp of 
the imperialist bourgeoisie: it is vi- 
tally necessary for socialism to build 
a new workers' International, which 
will take into its own hands the lead- 
ership and coordination of the revolu- 
tionary class struggle against world 
imperialism. 

To accomplish its historic mission, 


_ socialism must be guided by the follow+ _ 


ing principles: 


1, The class strugple against the rul- 
ing classes within the boundaries of the 


bourgeois states, and international 
solidarity of the workers of all coun- 
tries, are the two rules of life in- 
herent in the working class in struggle 
and of historic world importance to it 
for its emancipation. There is no so- 
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_ Mach of the terrorist mentality is_ 
based on frustration. The radical 
‘finds himself powerless, particularly 


Af. ne comes out of the university _ 


scene. He is strongly dissatisfied 
with current society. The terrorist is 
someone who is too impatient to figure 


‘ Out rationally how to get support for 


his political ideas from that section 
- of society=-the working class—-whose 
economic role and whose numbers make 
it both capable of carrying through 
revolution and the one social class 
which most clearly NEEDS a revolution. 
The abolition of capitalism and its 
replacement by workers' power will be 
done by the working class as a whole 
and not by a small band of self-ap- 
pointed heroes. 
Some terrorists point to the soecal- 
led "excitative" role of bombings. 
They claim such acts will inspire the 


_ masses and stir up anger among the 


workers directed at the government and 
the bosses. But capitalism is throwing 
people. out of work, perpetuating a 
housing shortage, waging war in Asia, 
maintaining racial and semal discri- 
mination and oppression and so forth; 
AND IS ALREADY "inspiring" the work- 
ers. Workers ARE angry. 

Far from relating to this discon- 
tent and leading it in a political di- 
rection, terrorism reinforces the iso- 
lation of the revolutionary movement 
from the majority of the workers. 

A winning revolutionary strategy 
must help to convince the majority of 
the working class that social revolu- 
tion can provide solutions to their 
very real grievances; that it IS pos- 
sible to replace the current system 
with one which is qualitatively better 
for the worker and his family. A win- 
ning strategy mst also further ef- 
forts to pull together for common ac- 
tion workers convinced of the need for 
revolution--both nationally and inter- 
naélonally--in order to effectively 
and systematically convince and organ— 
ize their fellow workers. Terrorism 
does not fill the bill. 


that anyone who read it would not 


must be created by a workers' rev= 


tarian solidarity, and there is no so- 
cialism without class struggle. The 
renunciation hy the socialist prole- 
tariat, in time of neace as in time of 
war of the class struggle and of inter- 
national solidarity, is equivalent to 
suicide. 

2. The activity of the proletariat of 
all countries as a class, in peace time 

‘as in war time, must be geared to the 
fight against imperialism and war as 
its supreme goal. Parliamentary and 
trade union action, like every activ- 
itv of the workers' movement, must he 
subordinated to this aim, so that the 
proletariat in each country is onposed 
in the sharvest fashion to its nation- 
al bourgeoisie, so that the political 
and spiritual onnosition between the 
two becomes at each moment the main 
issue, and international solidarity he- 
tween the workers of all countries is 
underlined and practiced. 

3. The center of gravity of the or- 
ganization of the proletariat as a 
class is the International. The Inter- 
national decides in time of peace the 


_tacties to be adopted bv the national 


Sections on. the questions of militar- 
ism, colonial policy, commercial poli- 

ey, the celebration of May Day and fi- 
nally, the collective tactic to be fol- 
lowed in the event of war. 

4, The obligation to carrv out the 
decisions of the International takes 
precedence over all else. National Sec- 

tions which do not conform with this 
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James P. Cannon (erstwhile mentor of 
the SL) and Foster in conjunction with 
leading members of the CI. 

' The “errors for which the CI had to 
call Pepper, stone to task" were. 
not "blind" entry into the F-LP and a 
capitulation to Fitzpatrick's demands, 
but rather their opportunist adventur- 
ism in trying to build the F-LP with- 
out any significant support by the 
trade union bureaucracy. 

It was Cannon who led the fight 
against Pepper/Lovestone's policy of 
split with the trade union bureaucra- 
cy. Cannon fought for a return to the 
original idea of bloccing with the 
progressive trade union bureaucrats: 

I (Cannon--AA) wrote a few articles 

for the weekly WORKER at that time 
' (Summer '23) in which I tried to 

give a different impression of the 
realities of the American labor 
movement, the weakness of our forces 

and the tactical inadvisability of a 

definite split with the "progres- 

sives." I concluded one of the arti- 

cles by stating that we should work 

in the direction of “a new rap- 
chment with the progressives." 

(THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF AMERICAN 

COMMUNISM, pp. 87-88) 


BRITAIN 2 x 2 


PROCESS OF FORCING HEATH FO GO TO 

THE COUNTRY. (my emphasis~-RA) 
As things stand the present con- 
sciousness of the workers would lead 
them no further than removing Heath, 
since they do not see capitalism as 
the problem but only a problem of 
management. The role of revolution-e 
aries is to intervene in the day to 
day struggles of the workers and to 
tie their needs to socialism, to try 
to bring a socialist consciousness 
into the class, not to feed upon 
their current illusions. 

Concerning the "Socialist Pro} 
gramme" of CHARTIST, it is obvious 


receive the message of "socialism 


_ the varliaments and the press, denoun- | 


- as an instrument of bourgeois domina- 


place themselves outside the Interna- 
tional. 3 

5. The setting in motion of the mas- 
sed ranks of the proletariat of all 
countries is alone decisive in the 
course of struggles against imnerialism 
and against war. ; 

Thus the principal] tactic of the na- . 
tional Sections aims to render the mas-. 
ses capable of political action and re-' 
solute initiative: to ensure the inter- 
national cohesion of the masses in ac- 
tion: to build the political and trade 
union organizations in such a way that, 
through their mediation, prompt and 
effective collaboration of all the Sec- 
tions is at’all times guaranteed, and 
so that the will of the International 
materializes in action bv the majority 
of the working-class masses all over 
the world. 


6. The immediate mission of socialism i 
is the spiritual liberation of the pro- — 


-letariat from the tutelage of the bour-_ 


geoisie, which expresses itself through — 


i 
j 


the influence of nationalist ideology. | 
The national Sections must agitate in | 


cine the empty wordiness of nationalism 


tion. The sole defense of all real na- 
tional independence is at present the 
revolutionary class struggle against 
imnerialism. The. workers’ 
to the defense of which all else must 
be subordinated, is the Socialist In- 
ternational. 


{ 
a 
See 
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fatherland, | 


It was the "hopeless attempt to combine © 
in one party the class interests of two _ 


classes: the working class and a sec- 


tion of the petty bourgeoisie" that the : 


W(C)P had been committed to and the 
subsequent events were a direct result 


of this policy. 
In short, the W(C)P's "F-LP cam- 

" accomplished basically two 
ey (1) It supported the illusion 
that the solution of the problems be- 
setting the American working class 
could be found within the arena of 
bourgeois parliamentarism; (2) gave 
credence to the political leadership 
of the trade union bureaucracy through 
the subordination of its own program 
and leadership to that of the bureau- 
crats. 

This, of course, was nothing more 
than a capitulation to the "progres- 
. give" section of the union bureaucracy 
and a betrayal of the class struggle, 
and set the stage for its future be- 
trayals in the late ‘20's and during 
the mass strike waves of the '30's 

and the formation of the CIO. 
to be continued 


olution led by a revolutionary 
capable of organizing the class in 
the creation of a workers' state." 
Instead they would get the implicit 
message that "socialism can be built 
by the Labour Party in the next el 
ection. 4 : 

The obvious factor which is mise 
sing in Britain is the existence of 
& revolutionary party. Such a party 
would be able to explain to the 
workers that Heath has not carried 
on anti-labor policies as a per= 
sonal vendetta, but rather as a 
servant of the capitalist class. 
Only the destruction of capital- 
ism will be able to solve the 
problems of the working class, not 
a new Parliamentary government. 


or 


The world we live in is a world where 


people are divided into classes accord- 
ing to their role in production. The - 
two major classes in society are the. 
capitalist class and the working? class. 
The capitalists own’ the means of pro- 
duction (factories, machines, etc. ) but 
; produce nothing. The workers, on the 
other hand, receive only meager wages 
for the sale of their labor power to - 
the capitalists. Almost all. production 
in society is done by the workers. ‘How- 


ever, almost: all the benefits from this 
production go to the capitalists. 


The 


basis for production in this: society is: 
profit. The capitalists. are not inter- ~ 


ested in having the workers. produce 
things that people can tse or that peo- 
ple need. They are only interestéd in 
what makes them the biggest profit.: 
Thus, while- the. capitalists get richer. 
and ‘richer, ‘the workers are worse off 
than they were, before. ~ 

yan order. to: increase profits hie ‘cap-: 
italists’ resort to all sorts of ‘tech- . 
niques which most'.of us. are. familiar 
with: ‘speed-up, wage cuts» unemnloy— 
ment. labor“saving. machinery, While, . 
for. instance,. labor-saving machinery 

ould be progressive. in a‘sodiety run 

by. ‘the workers; it does nothing: for ge. 
them under - capitalism. It ‘is just. an- 
other attack on the workers. 

‘Another feature of capitalist soci— 
ety is war. Every day there is a war ' 
going on somewhere in the world. This 


. Terror!?! ints 


‘The kidnapping of Patricia Hearst by | 
the Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) 
‘has brought the question of ‘terrorism 
to the fore once again. It ‘appears. 

_ that the SLA is attempting to follow- 

, in the footsteps of various’ Latin Am 

ae -erican groups who have attempted to 
_,use kidnapping of various members of 
the capitalist class or management 
personnel as Py means of extracting 

_ concessions from the capitalists. Al- 

; bombin 
ie vue tome ee ee ee Bs 
essential question that must be answere 
ed remains: Is terrorism a viable way 

~ to free humanity from the chains of 

'- capitalism? The article below answers 
that question, as we do, in the nega- 
tive. This article is reprinted from 
the September 1970 issue of the nowede= 


' two kinds of terrorism. One is the ter= 


is. due to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in order to get ahedd | 


of the capitalists in other. countries, 
~The: working class has no interests in 


- supporting these wars, What .the workers 
-want is. peace, However, ‘there can be no. 
“peace until the capitalists have been 
removed from power and this society re- | 
placed» by. one run by the workers in the° 
interests ‘of the toiling masses. ' : 
“To do this; it is. not: ‘enough to élect 
people to Congress or as President. The 
government. is. nothing more than the ex- 
‘ecutive committee of the ruling class, 
ie ‘is .the ‘owners of. the big corpora- 
tions. who have the. final’ say as. to what! 
- goes on. ‘It is nécéssary “to. organize 
our own workers’ councils: These cots oe 
cetis: will be the class. rule of the. — 
workers after: the ‘revolutionary,’ overs a 
ithrow of’ capitalism... When, capitalism 
“poeg 
deme cracy , ‘surrounding thee ‘Consress. 4 
jase a. sham. ‘to. keen ® tis, tied” to. this 
“ayereme Te is peg fe the: rich, 


cys 
- not. atin want: a  woubese es 
we want a workers! repubfic,'. 


in: order to throw out ‘the canikaliora ¢ 
: However, it. will not ‘be handed, to us. 


"aad: busta a workegs', ‘republic and so-, 
eialism. the working elass needs, & Téev—- 
olutionary party. Such a ‘party must ‘be. 
based on The: Communist Manifesto, the 


first two congresses of the Communist _ 


a 


‘funct sécialist: nsuspaner WORKER & SOL~ ": Low; ae ‘ibs Gogdtaliste;. ‘eign s heir ©. eras: 
4, newspapers and. television, to further B eee: 
| isolate tr 


DIER. It explains the revolutionary 


‘Marxist view of adventurist. terrorism, | ie 
like the Hearst kidnapping. It is. nec= 
“. @ group of ‘criminals hiding ‘behing | reve 

olutionary: phrases. On the: ‘contrary,’ 


essary to draw a distinction between’ 


rorist act committed by pseudoerevolu~ 
tionaries’ against a capitalist institu- 
tion, government or management official . 
or member of the ruling class -(the : 
Hearst case is of this .type),and the . 
reactionary indiscriminate terror 
against the common citizenry of a na- 
tion or a particular religious or. eth- 
nic group (attack on the Israeli ath- 
letes at Munich, Lod Airport massacre, : 
IRA and UDF bombing of Protestant and 
Catholic pubs respectively). As Marx- 
ists, we oppose the Hearst kidnapping, 
not because we have any love for the 
capitalists and their system, but be- 
cause such actions serve to confuse the 


issues facing the working class and al-— 


Congress will po with! it.”A11 the: 


wilt be handed barbarism. 


" individuals who ‘do not. understand, the 


|, social revolution: through their OW Fo 
— actions and: that the mass atmgate © of Rar tine 
the working class is not. necessary. 


_ tions as detrimental to the deyelop-_ 


(Third) International, and the revolu-: 


tionary. work of Marx,: Engels, Lenin, © 
“Trotsky, Luxemburg and Bogdanov. H iy ape 
“must be a democratic-centralist party, | 


\ 


‘However, it is not enough to: ‘build ; 
‘such: a party’ here in the ‘United, States. 
Capitalism is a world system. Even so-_ 
‘called "Communist" Russia and; Cae a | 
are fabitalist (state capitalist). 

order to wage a successful ee 
struggle. against capitalism the work= # 
‘ers must. have an ‘international party. 

‘It is toward the construction of: ‘the 


* International Party | of Revolutionary * 


Workers (Fourth: International) that: the 
Revolutionary: Workers Group, and’ Hork-~ 


‘| ers’ Truth are dedicated. ee eS nie. 


In, 1917 the Russian workers? seized : 
/ power ted the ‘Apadership oF the Ten= 


hing : eS. 
a beter life. We: deserve goctalism. - 
On a wlatter. We must fight for, it. For 
ae we.do not fight for socialism we! 
Soctalisin ‘or’ 
barHarism? Fight for Soctaliam! gre 


--Kevelutioaries: fram. ‘the. 


working .c 35. We do not see the ies 


we see them as. confused. and. misguided 


development of the revolutionary pro~ . 
cess, who think that they can ‘achieve 


“Therefore, although we see their ac Sas 


ment of revolutionary working ‘class 
movement in the Uilitea States’ and’ in= 


ternationally, we oppose any and all 
attempts by the’ capitalist government a 
to.subject them to capitalist: ' Jus=— = 


' tice," the "justice" of mrder, OX- 


scp ias ores oppression. =. : ag “ ; 


all life. In 1969 IBM made $250 mil- TabListbens press and politicians. 


In discussing a June explosion at 
New York City police headquarters, one 
patrolman said, "I can't say the blast 
worries me at all...I'm more worried 
about things like sniper attacks." 

Throughout the country, assassina-= 
tions and bombings of symbols of the 
"system" have become frequent events. 
Just how seriously certain sections of 
the ruling class are viewing this - 
trend is shown in a statement made by 
the mayor of Denver following 24 fires 
and bombings in Colorado within 45. | - 


days this past winter--'We can't allow 


it to continue. It strikes at the 
foundation of government, which cer- 
tainly has had some failings, but 
_ doesn't deserve to be blow up." 

MOTIVATION 

While the motivations for these acts 
vary, at least same have been the work 
of rebellious. youth who feel that a 
terrorist campaign will somehow liber- 
ate mankind. In their letter claiming ~ 
credit for the March bombings of cor- 
porate office buildings in NYC, the 
"revolutionary force 9" wrote-= 

"IBM, Mobile and GE are enemies of 


Lion, Mobile $150 million and GIE $140 
million for US "defense" contracts-= 
profits made from the suffering and 
‘deaths of human beings. All three pro- 


fit not only from death in Vietnam but - 


also from Amerikan imperialism in all 
of the Third World. They profit from 
racist oppression of black, Puerto-Ri- 
‘ean and other minority colonies cute 


- Side Amerika, from the suffering and 


death of men in the Amerikan army, 


. from sexism, from the exploitation and 


degradation of employees forced into 
lives of anti-human work, from the 
pollution and destruction of our en- 
vironmént...eIn death-directed Amerika 
there is only one way to a life of 
love and freedom: to attack and de- 
stroy the forces of death and exploi- 
tation and to build a just society-— 
revolution." 

IMMORAL??? 

We oppose attempts to build & revo= 
lutionary movement based on terrorism. 
But get this straight, our objections 
have nothing in common at all with the 
high sounding moral outrage of the ese 


Such moral men who seek to: perpetuate 
a system which is. responsible for the 
needless deaths of thousands of Ameri- 
can workers each year in industrial 
accidents because adequate safety mea= 
sures are not PROFITABLE cannot cone 4 
vince us. A ruling class which heed-= be 
lessly plunges society into war after 
war can keep its talk of ‘morality." 
TERRORISTS" MISTAKES 

Many of those involved in terrorist 
circles 2 like the "revolutionary 
force 9" may be sincere and dedicated. 
They may really believe that they are. 
serving the interests of the vast maj= 
ority, but the plain truth is they are 
note 

If these bombers actually hope that 
someday the ruling class will be scar= 
ed by such annoyances and turn the 
country ove to "the people”, they are 
in a world of fantasy. An individual 
or a small group can "hit" at the sys- 
tem but cannot bring down an entire 
international network of social and 
economic power relations. 

continued on page 7 


